


In the Fall of 2014, FOCL was invited to partner with the local chapter of The 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary to teach a Boater/Water Safety Class at the Hensel 
Eckman YMCA in Pulaski. Allison Hunter, Director of the “Y”, Sharon Eifred of 
the Coast Guard Auxiliary, and Cheri Strenz from FOCL, developed a plan to 
introduce Boater and Water Safety to young children. Volunteer instructors from 
FOCL included, Laura Walters, Larry Bandolin, and Cheri Strenz.  
For six weeks, second grade students from the elementary schools in Pulaski 
County attend swim classes at the “Y”. One of these sessions is to teaching 
what a family should know before going out on a boat for the day. This includes 
the equipment required for boating, general rules of navigation, and how to 
identify and select a Coast Guard Approved life jacket.  

Many of these children have made numerous trips to Claytor Lake and are 
aware that a life jacket should be worn.  Sadly, many did not know that a life 
jacket is required to be worn by all children 12 and under. They also learned, 
by trying on various sizes, that a properly fitted Coast Guard Approved 
lifejacket is essential to providing the proper amount of life saving protection.   

This critical information about boating and being around the water is important 
having a fun and safe day at Claytor Lake, or any other body of water.  FOCL 
is looking forward to continued participation in this worthwhile program. 

This year the Pulaski County Chamber of Commerce awarded its first 
Non-Profit Award for outstanding work in the community at The Draper 
Mercantile. The Friends of Claytor Lake were the fortunate beneficiaries 
of the first ever Non-Profit Award.  The Friends of Claytor Lake are very 
fortunate to have such wonderful area to work in with Pulaski County 
and all connections to the community to help keep Claytor Lake such a 
wonderful place to visit and live.  
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The Claytor Lake drawdown that was cancelled last November is being rescheduled for this coming 
November.  The tentative dates of the three foot drawdown are November 7 through November 15, 
2015, with the lake being drawn down one foot per day starting November 4.  The drawdown is being 
planned to enable property owners to conduct shoreline and facilities repair, stabilization and clean 
up.  A drawdown plan which is being developed with input from state and local agencies and 
organizations must first be approved by Appalachian Power Company and the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission.  If the drawdown is approved, property owners will be notified by Appalachian 
no later than September.  Mussel salvage will again be an important part of drawdown mitigation.  
Property owners and the public will be urged to gently return to the water mussels stranded by 
drawdown.  A volunteer mussel salvage event will be organized for the first Saturday of full drawdown 
(tentatively November 7).  Please place these dates on your calendar.  Check FOCL's website and fall 
newsletter for more information as it becomes available.  

Drawdown Rescheduled for 2015
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FOCL is working on Fish Habitat and Native Vegetation on 
several projects.  This year we established an Angler Committee 
to work with anglers on the lake to help control invasive plants 
and aquatic life and promote good habitat for fishing with both 
structures and native vegetation.  Additionally, we supported 
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries in their 
Christmas Tree Recycle project to promote fish habitat off 
Claytor Lake State Park.  We are continuing our native 
vegetation project work through obtaining a $50,000 grant from 
U. S. Friends of Reservoirs and the US Fish and Wildlife. A 
larger project is also planned planting additional lake areas with 
water willow(Justicia Americana) and wild celery (Vallisneria 

America).  Lastly FOCL, in late August, will be co-sponsoring with Virginia BA.S.S. Nation and The Bass Federation 
a fishing tournament to raise additional funds for native vegetation. 

FOCL’s Angler Committee was established last fall to 
deal with angler concerns and fish and waterfowl habitat, 
native vegetation, invasive vegetation, and angle issues.  
This committee is made up of local fishermen, members 
from Virginia B.A.S.S. Nation, Virginia Department of 
Game and Inland Fisheries, and FOCL Environmental 
Committee Members.  The committee is working on a 
habitat project to create deep water habitat using rock 
piles and cabled pine trees, and is planning the BASS 
for GRASS fishing tournament on August 22nd from the 
State Park to raise additional funds for native vegetation 
on Claytor.   

          
 

 
 
 

 

Claytor Lake State Park 

Saturday August 22, 2015
 
 6:00 AM or first safe light -3:00 PM

 
$1000.00 1st Prize Minimum 

70% payback with 30% for habitat restoration 
 

Optional $10 Big Fish Pot 
 

Special Prize Donation Drawings 
 

$100 entry per boat 
Tournament Rules Apply 

5 fish per person with a 12 inch length measured mouth close on a golden rule 
 

More Info to Come!!!! 
Proceeds go to Restoration of Native Fish Habitat in Claytor 

 

More info at www.focl.org or call 540 395-FOCL 

 



The Friends of Claytor Lake - P.O. Box 300 - Dublin, VA 24084 - www.focl.org - (540) 395-FOCL

C
la

yt
o

r 
L

a
ke

 F
e

st
iv

a
l

 

 

Claytor Lake State Park 
Saturday, June 13, 2015 

For more information contact the                                                                          
Fine Arts Center for the New River Valley                                                                           

at 540-980-7363 or info@facnrv.org 
 

               Festival Coordinated By: 
           Claytor Lake Festival Committee 

          

PARKING FEE IS $10.00 OR $5.00 AND 5 CANS OF FOOD                                                                                    
TO BE DONATED TO A LOCAL FOOD BANK  

(PARKING FEE ENCOURAGES CAR POOLING OR USE OF SHUTTLE) 

FREE SHUTTLE BUSES WILL RUN FROM DUBLIN WAL-MART STARTING AT 6:00 PM 
WITH RETURN SERVICE AFTER THE FIREWORKS.  

BOYSCOUT TROOP 249 WILL BE HELPING WITH PARKING AND FOOD DONATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events Subject to Change 

FESTIVAL SPONSORS 

�   Appalachian Power 
�   Claytor Lake Home Owners 
�   Claytor Lake State Park  
�   Draper Aden Associates 
�   Food City 
�   Kroger 
�   Martin’s Pharmacy 
�   Norwood Development 
�   Pulaski County 
�   Sign Systems 
�   Silver Leaf Auction Company 
�   Town of Dublin 
�   Town of Pulaski 
�   Tuck Collision 
�   US Cellular, Authorized Agent 
�   Numerous Sponsors under $499 

�   Media Sponsors 
¾ Southwest Times 
¾ The Patriot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¾ Arts & Crafts & Food Vendors ~ 10:00 am – 9:00 pm 
¾ Coast Guard Auxiliary Water Search & Rescue Demonstrations  

•  10:00 am - 1:00 pm   
¾ Old Dominion Historical Fire Society’s Antique Fire Trucks  

•  10:00 am – 3:00 pm                                                                                                                        
•   Drive In ~ 9:45 am and display till 3:00 pm   

¾ Car & Motorcycle Show  Registration ~ 8:30 am – 10:30 am 
x Car & Motorcycle Show ~ 10:00 am – 2:30 pm 
x Dash Plaques & Trophies ~ Awards at 2:00 pm 

¾ Everett Lee Yearout, Jr. Adult/Youth Fishing Tournament & Essay Contest                                                           
       •    Registration 7:00 am – 10:00 am 

•    Essays Due at 12:00 Noon & Trophies/Awards in the afternoon  
¾ Claytor Lake Sailing Association Information Booth  
¾ Radio Controlled Airplanes ~ Performing Tricks and Stunts  
¾ Cumulus Broadcasting ~ NASH 107.1   
¾ DMV2GO 
¾ Children’s Activities throughout the day  

 

 

WINE TASTING with Virginia Wineries ~ 11:00 am – 7:00 pm 
�  TBA                 
 
ENTERTAINMENT 
¾ Wohlfahrt Haus Dinner Theatre Mini Performance  

                     • “Under the Boardwalk”  
¾ Triple Play Band  
¾ Part Time Party Time Band  
¾ Southern Nights Band  
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Need your items shipped? 
Let us help you get it there!
7351 Peppers Ferry Blvd, Fairlawn, 
VA (Village Oaks Shopping Plaza)

www.shiponsiteradford.com   
(540) 731-3204

Boat
insurance
without
a hitch.

State Farm
®

 boat insurance doesn’t 

cost much, but covers a lot – like 

your boat, motor, and trailer. It also 

protects you and your passengers.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

0907515.1
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company 

State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

Sarah Tilson-Miano, Agent
7378 Peppers Ferry Blvd

Radford, VA  24141

Bus: 540-639-3810

sarah.tilson-miano.ppwl@statefarm.com



The Friends of Claytor Lake (known as FOCL) will host its second 
annual Spring Splash on Sunday afternoon, May 3, 2015 at the 
beautiful Rockwood Manor, B&B in Dublin, Virginia.  FOCL is 
dedicated to conserving and protecting the quality, sustainability, 
and tranquility of the environment of Claytor Lake for all.  FOCL has 
approximately 300 members and a 26 member Board of Directors 
comprised of lake users, property owners, agencies, businesses, and 
Pulaski and American Electric Power representatives.  FOCL is open 
to all who use or are interested in Claytor Lake.   

The 2015 Spring Splash will be the official kick-off of the 2015 
boating season at Claytor Lake and will serve as the major fund-
raising event of the year for FOCL.  This year, the Spring Splash will 
again feature excellent food, great beverages, a North Carolina area 
band, Room42, and many interesting and unique gift items on a 
silent and live auction.  Time for the event is 4-7 p.m. and there is 
ample free parking on site.

Catering presented by The 
Draper Mercantile & Trading 

Company.

Amazing Live Entertainment by:

Room 4 2
Silent & Live Auction Items

Conducted by:

Advanced Tickets online at 
www.focl.org/merchandise 

$30 Advanced - $35 at the door

Special Guest Speaker: 

P. Buckley Moss
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For several years FOCL has made efforts to clean the 
upper end of Claytor Lake upstream of the Lowman’s 
Ferry Bridge.  We can move our barges and the large 
push boat, Miss Pulaski, under the bridge by removing 
the boat canopy, but cannot haul our conveyor, roll-off 
containers or the excavator under the bridge because 
of the low height above the water.  We have taken the 
push boat and a barge to the upper lake to attempt to 
remove debris located in the channel but in most 
cases were not able to remove the debris stuck to the 
bottom and/ or silted areas even with both push boat 
engines at full throttle.  The boats have been used to 

move debris that is not embedded/stuck on the bottom or in the silted areas and secure it to the shoreline for safety.    

FOCL needs an abutment above the bridge to load and off-load our excavator onto our barge and to be able to off-
load the debris from the large barge into the roll-off containers placed on the abutment for removal and disposition.  
Our problem is the cost of an abutment and a suitable location.  FOCL board members, Pulaski County, and American 
Electric Power have jointly examined several locations where an abutment can be constructed with both large truck 
access by road and enough water depth (approximately six feet) for access by our barges and push boat.  The truck 
access is limited because of steep terrain where the water depth is the required six feet and the required permission 
for access by the property owner or owners.  Thus, all but one potential site has been either denied by the property 
owner or not feasible.  

We are currently processing a permit with the Corp of 
Engineers and other government agencies to construct an 
abutment along Clark Road in the Hiawassee/Allisonia area 
down stream from the old railroad trestle on AEP’s property 
where the navigable channel is very wide and the water 
depth adequate.  FOCL has obtained a special use permit 
from the Pulaski County Board of Supervisors for the 
abutment and they have agreed to provide part of the funds 
for construction.  AEP will provide some funding and provide 
the location.  FOCL has been trying to raise the remainder 
of the funding by continuing to increase our membership 
with their annual donations.  

The abutment will allow FOCL to finally clean the upper 
Claytor Lake area where the debris is first deposited after 
rain storms and the occasional flooding events.  The barge 

mounted excavator can safely remove large debris stuck on the bottom and silted areas, as well as clean around boat 
ramps and individual docks as the water depth allows.  Hopefully, FOCL will receive more donations to make this 
project possible this year after the permit process is complete.
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LAT/Long Grid for GPS

Claytor Lake
Virginia

Map Includes:

Street Names

Local Names of
Waterways

Marinas and Boat
Launch Locations

FOCL Water
Test Sites

Shoal Areas
Highlighted

Fish Habitats
Marked

Places of Local
Interest

Water Intake PSA

www.focl.org
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Claytor Lake, a 4,475 acre impound of the New River, stretches northeastward across the Pulaski County countryside  for 21 miles.  Possible catches for Claytor Lake 
range from bass to carp.  Recent released statics of the fish population in Claytor Lake indicate the following:
  Largemouth Bass
    81% were over 8 inches and also over 12 inches
    41% were over 8 inches and also over 15 inches
    All values indicate a balanced population with excellent stock size and quality
   Walleye
    Catch rates have been consistent since 2007
    In 2012 anglers reported 12 trophy award certificates in Claytor Lake.
  Smallmouth Bass
    Xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
    Xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
  Spotted Bass
    58 % are over 7 inches and also over 11 inches.
    9% are over 8 inches and  also over 14 inches.
    Fish weights are considered excellent
    The state record bass was caught in 2012 by Rod Kegley and weighed in at  four pounds seven ounces
  Blue Gill
    27% are over 3 inches and also over 7 inches
    Fish weights are considered fair.
   Black Crappie
    95% are over 5 inches and also over 8 inches
    The relative population is considered in the good range along with relative weights.
  Yellow Perch
    In 2012 trophy award certificate size perch (more than 1 pound four ounces, or 12 inches) hit a record high of 32.
  Striped Bass and Hybrid Bass
    Summer die offs of this specie were  documented in 2007, 2008, and 2010 due to dry years .  This population depends on their preferred habitat   
                      (suitable temperatures and oxygen levels derived from high water flows from the New River) , which somewhat disappeared.
    Claytor Lake produced 7 trophy award certificate size stripers in 2012 (more than 20 pounds, or over 37 inches), ranking second in the state only  
    to Smith Mountain  Lake.
    Claytor Lake is the top destination in the state of Virginia for Hybrid Bass.
The information above was provided by the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries.

The Claytor Lake State Park had 275,000 visitors, and is considered to be one of the most visited,  and appreciated state parks in the state of Virginia.
The top ten activities on Claytor Lake include:  boat fishing, pleasure boating, visiting the state park beach, water skiing/tubing/wakeboarding, bank/pier/shore 
fishing, picnic/family gathering, jet skiing, canoeing/kayaking, going to the public park, and walking/hiking.

Public Boat Landings.......................                           

Points of Interest...............................                                  

Shoaling...............................................                          

Miles from DAM................................                               

River Flow Direction........................                                                             

Hazard Area.................................

Fish Habitat.................................                        

Guard Auxiliary...........................                

Rocks, DAM Barriers..................                     

                                                     

Claytor Lake

FOCL water sampling sites...........................

Contour elevations:

Elevation xxxx

Elevation xxxx

Elevation xxxx

Elevation xxxx

Bryson’s General Store 
540-980-9797
Cedar Cove Mkt. & Campground
540-674-4070
Claytor Lake Inn
540-674-4176
Claytor Lake State Park
549-643-2500
Conrad Brothers Marina
540-980-1575
Hampton Inn
540-674-5700
Holiday Inn Express
540-674-1600
Lancer Travel Plaza
540-674-4552
Mikes  Gourmet Pizzeria
540-674-8888
Motel 8
888-263-4415
New River Sports
540-980-2051
Pulaski Express Stop
540-994-9024                        
Quality Inn
540-674-1100
Rock House Marina
540-980-1488
R & R Service

S & D Lakeside Marine
540-674-0908
Sentry Food Mini Mkt/Dairy Queen
540-674-8034
Shop Ezz, Claytor Lake and Dublin
540-674-5361
Sleep Inn & Suite
540-574-4176
Sportsman Bait & Tackle
540-980-1488

   RECREATIONAL &

   COMMERCIAL

FACILITIES

Lake Statistics
Length...........................................21 miles
Shoreline....................................101 miles
Normal operational level........................       
1846 feet above sea level
Size............................4,475 surface acres

Claytor Lake was formed by the 
construction of Claytor Dam, 
completed in 1939.

Minimum daily flows are 486 million
gallons per 24 hour period.

The Claytor Project has four
 generating plants capable of 75
megawatts of electricity.

Special thanks to the following:
FOCL (Friends of Claytor Lake)
American Electric Power Company
Pulaski County, Va, Mapping Dept.
SK Graphic Design
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The Friends of Claytor Lake, along with Pulaski County, Moore-King Logistics, 
SKDesigns, and AEP have finished their development of a new Claytor Lake map. The 
map will be available all over the area for people visiting our wonderful lake.
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events for the entire family.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend any and all events.

May 3rd, 2015 - Second Annual Spring Splash
June 7th, 2015 - Wounded Warrior Fishing Day

June 13th, 2015 - Claytor Lake Festival
June 27th, 2015 - ALL LAKE CLEAN UP DAY
July 18th, 2015 - FOCL Day at MK’s Pizzaria
August 15th, 2015 - FOCL Annual Meeting

August 22nd, 2015 - FOCL Fishing Tournament
Oct. 3rd, 2015 - Pulaski County Kid’s Fish Day

Some dates and event are tentative and/or not 
planned yet. FOCL Supporters will be updated as 

things change or are added for next summer.

www.focl.org/calendar

Are you on our map?
The Friends of Claytor Lake are so proud of the 
stakeholders and recreational lake users that 
contribute to us each year that we do 
everything we can to acknowledge and 
celebrate their contributions to our organization.

Sadly only 7-10% of property owners donate to 
FOCL each year.  With the amount of work that 
FOCL puts into keeping Claytor Lake such a 
wonderful recreational destination, we would 
love to see property owners, boaters, anglers, 
and more start to help FOCL by making a tax 
deductible donation each year to keep our 
projects funded and Claytor Lake beautiful!

HELP OUT NOW! 
WWW.FOCL.ORG/DONATE

The Friends of Claytor Lake were proud to 
honor Laura Bullard as the 2014 Volunteer of 
the year. Her years of service and dedication 
to FOCL as our Secretary, her work with 
AEP’s Shoreline Management Plan, her 
tireless efforts on Drawdown and Mussel 
Salvage can’t be replaced and we are proud 
to have her as a member of our organization.

http://www.focl.org/calendar
http://WWW.FOCL.ORG/DONATE
http://WWW.FOCL.ORG/DONATE
http://www.focl.org/calendar


 Admiral - $5000+ - Walters, Laura & Jeff Arnold

 Captain - $1,000 - $4,999 - Cole, Bill & Bonnie - Doyle, Cecil & Patricia - Rooker, Greg - Surface, Bobby & Lois

 Commander - $500 - $999 - Bachmeyer, Rick & Robin - Becker, Bob & Gail - Harvey, Martha & Ralph - Killough, Larry & 
Irene

 Lieutenant - $275 - $499 - Lakeview Association - Johnson, John P. & Betty - Hoffman, Michael & Carol - Roche, Patrick 
& Kathleen - Simmons, L.T. - Lineberry, Ben & Sarah - Brown, John L. - Rakes, Kenneth & Kay  - Moss, P. Buckley - Bullard, Laura 
Shuler, James & Margaret - Reynolds, Bill & Diane - Johnston, Buddy & Janet - Cole, Thomas - Noftsinger, Mark & Alberta

 Ensign - $125 - $274 - Baker, Sandra & Mark - Birch, Jeff & Sandy - Brewster, Todd & Leigh Ann - Chrisman, Craig & 
Anne - Craft, Mary Paul - Cunningham, Clarke & Cindy - Dancy, Belinda R. - Dobbins, Don & Margarette - Dobyns, David & 
Susan - Eifried, Gary & Sharon - Farmer, Michael & Dianne - Fife, Richard & Jenny Garrett - Freeman, Betty - Gibson, Merri Beth & 
Jim - Graham, Flo - Hall, Dr. Glen - Hall, Linda & Ronald - Huff, III Hugh - Jacobs, Steve - Jordan, Sara - Lakeview Rentals LLC
Mallard Point Townhome Assoc. Inc - Montgomery Co. Game & Fish Club - Moore, Larry & Mary Ann - Network For Good
Peak Shore Inc. - Porter, Joe & Ava - Rapp, Steven & Cheryl Dowdy - Simpson Bill & Betty - Stossner, Jeanne - Stutzman, Dr. 
Warren & Claudia

 Crew - $50 - $124 - Biological Monitoring, Inc - Brewster, Ed & Margaret - Bullard, Ann - Clark, James & Elaine - Clemons, 
G.O. & Patricia - Coolidge, William & Karen Day - Coulthard, Rosamond H. - Dalton, Nancy - Epperly, Ray & Margaret - Friend, 
Jim & Sandra - Garver, Steven & Sharon - Gearheart Gwenn & Frank - Hall, Dale & Tamie - Jackson Robert & Sandra - Jones, Ken  
Kidd, John & Mary - Layman, Mike - Lester, Melvin & Kathy - Lowry, Jerry & Tammie - McGee, Henry - Moran, Stacy - Nelson, 
Judy - Phillippi, Richard (Dick) - Schrader, John - Street, Elizabeth - Tolley, Mitzie & Elmer (Pete) - Turk, James C. & Barbara - 
Tysinger, TJ & Dorothy - Wallace, Jim W. - Wallace, Stuart & Kathy - Wynne, Randolph 

If  we have mistakenly left your name off  the list, we do sincerely apologize.  Please be sure to contact us immediately so that we 

may add it to the following newsletter.  Some donations will not be reflected that were received after our newsletter was published. 

All current donors can be found on our website. 
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2015 Donations:

2014 Business Donations:  (October - December)
Akers, Ranny - Akers, Michael & Catherine - Alba, Pip & Fran - Askew, Paul & Patti - Bishop, Mark & Lou
Blankenship, Harold & Ella - Bolte, Bryan - Brandau, Dr. Scott - Branscome, Faye & Don - Bruns, Robert
Buckner, Joseph & Sharon - Clark, James & Elaine - Colvin, Joe & Rita - Conrad Brothers Boat Docks Inc.
Cox, Jim - Crews, Edward C. - Crute, John & Martha - Darden, Kenneth & Helen - Foster, Bud & Jaqueline
Fowlkes, Bill & Hetty - Grant, Herb & Lynne - Griffits, Roy R. - H & C Rentals, LLC - Hall, Craig - Hamilton, Amy & 
Mark - Harris, Carolyn - Hayes, Charles & Phyliss - Hedge, Arnold & Dianne - Heslep, Roger & Myrteen - Hess, 
Richard & Leigh - Howell, Larry & Diane - Hylton, James M. - Jackson, Joseph G. - Jewett, Lois - Jonas, Mike & Lisa - 
Keever, Graham - Kirk, Julian & Kristin - Knox, Don & Melba - Kulis, Thomas & Kymberlee - Lakeview Association - 
Landes, Lynn & Anita - Linden, Ann - Mah, Albert - McPeak, Lyle & Kathy - McPeake, Doug & Sylvia - Milar, Elizabeth 
- Naff, Linda - Nelson, Judy - Oakley, Gregory & Patricia - Patton, Larry - Perkins, Robert & Shirley - Pierce, Velma - 
Prince, C.L. & Kathleen - Pulaski Bikes - Purdue, Michael & Lisa - Reau, John & Anne - Revard, Joseph & Carolyn - 
Rottenberry, Melissa - Russell, George - Ryan, Bill - Scruggs, Dr. Jackie R. - Shanklin, James & Carolyn - Sheets, 
Dennis - Stafford, Tom - Sudduth, Michael - Sutherland, Wayne & Faye - Tarpley Joyce & Sonny - Thompson, Harry & 
Sandra - Truskolaski, Thomas - Turman, Dennis - Turner, Sarah C - Wampler, Roland & Barbara - White, Willis Jr - 
Wilkenson, Thomas & Constance - Yeatts, Sharon C.

2015 Donations Year to Date:

2014 Donations Year to Date:

We need your
Support!!!
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