


Due to the circumstances surrounding the lake in 2013, FOCL 
had requested to VDGIF a 2013 Drawdown in order for property 
owners to perform needed repairs due to the 2 floods occurring 
in January and July.  VDGIF declined FOCL’s request for an 
additional drawdown citing concern for future precedents and 
possible harm to the Pistolgrip mussel population.!!
In response, FOCL requested that VDGIF consider a 5 foot 
drawdown for the 2014 season as a compromise citing that 
many property owners were unable to perform necessary 
repairs to docks and seawalls with a 3 foot drawdown.  This 
request was also declined by VDGIF.  !!!

For 2014, in cooperation with Friends of Claytor Lake (FOCL), 
Pulaski County, and Appalachian Power Company, a request for 
approval from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission for a 
2014 drawdown of the Claytor Reservoir during November has 
been made.  The purpose of the drawdown is to again provide 
property owners an opportunity to perform shoreline stabilization, 
cleanup and other maintenance related activities along the shoreline. 
Permits are required for other activities such as shoreline stabilization 
and dock expansions. Please contact Wayne Alexander at 
wmalexander@aep.com or at (540) 985-2469 if you have questions.!!
The 2014 drawdown is scheduled to begin Wednesday, November 5, 
2014 at 8 am.  The reservoir will be lowered one (1) foot per day until 
it reaches 1843’ (for a total of 3 feet) on Saturday morning, November 
8, 2014.  The reservoir will start refilling on the evening of Sunday, 
November 16, 2014 with a target date of being back to normal elevation by Wednesday evening, November 
19th, prior to the Thanksgiving holiday.  Water levels may fluctuate between three to four feet down from full pond 
(1846 feet) during the drawdown period.  
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This means we need your help in returning mussels, especially the “pistolgrip” to the water if they are stranded 
along your shoreline during the drawdown.  If you see mussels, pick them up and gently toss them 5-10’ into the 
water. Please complete the postcard you received with your AEP letter to document your shoreline work 
as well as mussel salvage efforts and mail the completed card to FOCL. If you need help with mussel 
salvage or would like to help others with mussel salvage, you can contact Laura Bullard at (540) 392-3055 or  
sunnyside@psknet.com.  Information sessions about mussels will be held for team leaders on Wednesday, 
November 5th at 6 pm at the Claytor Lake State Park and for all mussel salvage volunteers on Saturday, 
November 8th at 9 am at Claytor Lake State Park. You can find the full drawdown plan on FOCL’s website at 
www.focl.org. You can also call us at (540) 395-FOCL (3625) or email us at info@focl.org.!!
Please note that the drawdown may be cancelled on short notice if inflows are insufficient to refill the reservoir or 
if a flood event occurs.  The public will be notified via a press release if cancelled. 

the pistol grip mussel (Tritogonia 
Verrucosa) Are a fresh water mussel 
inhabiting large rivers and lakes. 

While this can be a very fun, worthwhile, and rewarding opportunity 
for anyone to come be a part of helping FOCL with mussel salvage, 
we do ask that everyone dress accordingly.  Some areas do have 
very soft and deep mud that can provide challenges if you are not 
dressed appropriately. !!
Last year groups from Virginia Tech, New River Community College, 
Pulaski County High School, and other organizations all took part in 
our mussel salvage program.  !!

This year we hope YOU’LL get involved!
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2013 was a year of extremes for Claytor Lake and FOCL’s 
Clean Up Program.  The year started with a massive flood 
event on January 31st, which brought with it major 
complications for lake owners and localities.  Radford 
University’s Dedmon Center parking lots had hundreds of 
cars flooded with little warning of the oncoming water. Lake 
property owners saw their boats floating out of their lifts and 
into the middle of the lake.  Recovery was difficult due to the 
freezing temperatures and high winds that plagued the lake 
during the flood. 2013 was a year that saw the highest 
number of salvaged docks that had broken away and floated 
down the lake.  If this wasn’t enough for lake goers, another 
flood hit the New River and Claytor Lake in July causing even 
more debris and lost items to float away from land and down 
the lake.

Due to the tireless efforts of The Friends of Claytor Lake, along 
with unparalleled partnerships with Pulaski County and American 
Electric Power, FOCL’s new equipment quickly went to work going 
back to areas that had been cleaned previously but received yet 
more debris from July’s flood.  The new barges and excavator 
allowed FOCL’s clean up crew to do twice the work in a fraction of 
the time in typical problem areas for debris around the lake.  While 
the floods did manage to keep FOCL’s attention to a few main 
parts of the lake that collected debris, we were still able to make 
the rounds to other ravaged areas and aid homeowners in cleaning 
their coves and around their docks.  So far 2014 has only provided 
us with ice, the likes we haven’t seen in decades, and cold 
temperatures, but areas that were cleaned last year are reporting 
to FOCL that they are still clean and hopefully will allow us time to 
focus on other problem areas.

What you see to the left is the yearly picture of our Debris field 
at Big Hole Hollow where AEP allows us to store the debris 
removed from the lake each year.  2013’s debris field was the 
size of a football field and stood around 10-12 feet high.  !!
Ask yourself this…. What would the lake be like if all the 
debris was put back in or never taken out?!!
Just how many skiing injuries, boat damage, and dock issues 
would exist without FOCL’s Clean Up Program?!!
FOCL takes great pride in what it has managed to achieve in a 
few short years with our clean up program.  Lake property 
owners, recreational users, and visitors need to help FOCL 
keep our projects going with a tax-deductible donation.

2013 Clean Up Statistics!!
305 - loads wood debris / 380 - bags of trash / 15 - 55 gal. barrels!

  85 - tires with wheels / 3- propane tanks / 1- 750 gal. tank!
2 - Refrigerators / 25 - docks/ramps!

4,575 Tons of Debris!!
Clean Up Operations ran over 5,000 man hours of labor!

at a cost of over $96,000.00 for 2013
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Great boat insurance. Low rates. 
All aboard. The water’s more fun 
when you know you’re covered 
with the best.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Buoy, 
oh buoy.

0901145.1
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company 

State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

Sarah Tilson-Miano, Agent
7378 Peppers Ferry Blvd

Radford, VA  24141
Bus: 540-639-3810

sarah.tilson-miano.ppwl@statefarm.com

www.VaShoreline.com

fax
2869 Riner Road, Christiansburg, VA
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As part of our long term efforts to reduce the amount 
of silt entering and settling in Claytor Lake, FOCL met 
with George Santucci, Executive Director of the 
National Committee for the New River (NCNR).  We 
explored issues around erosion in the watershed 
above the lake and areas of collaboration where we 
can help their efforts to reduce erosion.  Much of our 
watershed is steep, with very erodible soils, and in 
some cases there are poor land management 
practices.  Poor land management practices of 
concern include: cattle allowed full access to streams, 
over grazing, poor forestry practices, row till farming, 
and run-off from impervious urban surfaces.  !

Much of the silt resulting from these poor land 
management practices is settling in the upper lake above the Lowmans Ferry Bridge, although the entire lake is 
being affected.  Landowners and lake users are experiencing problems getting to the now much narrowed 
navigation channel. In addition, plants, including trees, are taking root on silt bars. These plants will accelerate 
the deposition of silt resulting in trees eventually growing high enough to block some lake views. !

Through George Santucci’s leadership of  NCNR a number of recent projects have been accomplished  up river 
that help reduce erosion. We will visit one of these sites in May. The Phipps family of Grayson County, working 
with the NCNR and other organizations, improved their cattle and farming operation by protecting over 6000 feet 
of the New River and two small tributaries.  (The NCNR website www.ncnr.org has more detail.) Much more 
needs to be done and we will continue FOCL’s efforts, working with the NCNR and others.  !

One specific area we discussed was encouraging lake front landowners to maintain a buffer between their 
property and the lake.  A strip of longer grass at the lake’s edge will help trap silt that runs off our lawns during 
heavy rains. The strip does not need to be so high that it looks unsightly, just longer than normal and a wider 
strip is better than a narrow strip. Although lawn grasses do hold back some silt run-off; they do not hold the 
deeper soil well since their roots are shallow.  During a recent survey of the lake we saw banks that have broken 
off and fallen into the lake. There are easy to maintain shrubs that hold these deeper soils better than grass; 
one major lake landowner has already started to plant some of these shrubs.  The shrubs they planted were 
purchased from Foggy Mountain Nursery, although other nurseries also have riparian protecting shrubs.  More 
information is available from the nursery and from the Highlands Rural Conservation & Development in 
Wytheville. !

In addition, check the FOCL website for continued updates on siltation developments.  We strongly 
encourage adjacent and nearby land owners to look at their land use practices and improve them.  We 
all can do something to improve Claytor Lake.!
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Your New River Valley Shipping Experts!!
7351 Peppers Ferry Road, Fairlawn, VA (Village Oaks Shopping Plaza)!

www.shiponsitefairlawn.com   (540) 731-3204

Kick	  off	  your	  summer	  at	  the	  Rockhouse	  Marina	  	  
Enjoy	  some	  of	  our	  new	  menu	  items	  	  
while	  si2ng	  on	  our	  beau6ful	  deck	  

Live	  music	  every	  weekend	  -‐	  Weekly	  fishing	  tournaments	  	  
The	  fun	  starts	  Memorial	  Day	  weekend!!	  

3776	  Rockhouse	  Rd	  Pulaski	  
540-‐980-‐1488

Claytor	  Lake’s	  Convenience	  Store	  
Grocery	  Items,	  Fishing	  supplies,	  boa?ng	  supplies,	  

CraAs,	  Sundries,	  and	  a	  whole	  lot	  more!	  
Upstairs	  Conference	  Room	  

Stop	  by	  on	  your	  way	  to	  the	  lake!	  
Exit	  101	  just	  before	  the	  Claytor	  Lake	  State	  Park	  

4538	  State	  Park	  Road,	  Dublin	  
540-‐674-‐5321
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establish an abutment with the ability to load and unload our clean up barges as well as 
support our clean up roll-off truck.  Currently FOCL, Pulaski County, and AEP have narrowed 
down the list to potentially four areas that could work.  If you have any suggestions and/or 
ideas, please contact FOCL at info@focl.org or call us at (540) 395-3625

Shopeez:!
The Friends of Claytor Lake have talked with 
Shopeez owner, and one of FOCL’s founders, 
Harold Chrisley about the possibility of using his 
ramp.  Currently this location is not feasible. 
Costs to widen launch docks, as well as update 
the ramp grade would have a sizable cost.  
Concerns regarding traffic in and out during the 
upper lake clean up period also exist.

Waterfront Farms:!
Members from the Waterfront Farms 
Homeowner’s Association met with FOCL and 
Pulaski County to discuss the feasibility of using 
their ramp as a loading and unloading point.  
Current road conditions, as well as an existing 
culvert, has kept VDOT from taking over the road 
and poses serious concerns about its ability to 
withstand the traffic weight of the roll-off truck.

Clark Road:!
Currently Clark Road presents FOCL with its best 
opportunity to establish an abutment above the 
bridge. Certain VDOT regulations would have to 
be managed and in place during clean up 
operations that would use this area and road. The 
area does have enough water depth to allow a 
fully loaded barge to attach to the abutment and 
unload into a roll-off truck sitting parallel to the 
water.

Allisonia:!
The Allisonia Boat Ramp managed by the 
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries has 
been discussed. Concerns regarding the water 
depth and the displacement of a fully debris 
loaded barge have been discussed.  The 
consensus is that this location would present a lot 
of problems in supporting our clean up operation 
above the bridge.

Again, if you have any suggestions and/or ideas, please contact FOCL at info@focl.org or 
call us at (540) 395-3625

mailto:info@focl.org
mailto:info@focl.org
mailto:info@focl.org
mailto:info@focl.org
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The Friends of Claytor Lake would like to especially thank all of those who attended, sponsored, donated 
auction items, and helped with this year’s Spring Splash event. The event was a huge success thanks to 

everyone in the Claytor Lake community.  See you on the water! !
Platinum Sponsors: Appalachian Power Company, Pulaski County Board of Supervisors!!
Silver Sponsors: Conrad Brothers Marine, Nesselrod Bed & Breakfast!!
Bronze Sponsors: First Bank & Trust Company, Norman’s Cabinetry, Giesen-Caldwell Realty, Price Williams Realty!!
Friends Sponsors: B&B Fasteners, Blame it on the Cupcake, Christian Travel, Cole Chevrolet, Buick, Cadillac, Cook’s 
Clean Center, Darryl Gillespie, CPA, Duncan Automotive, First Bank of Virginia, Dr. Wallace Huff, DDS, Kroger's of Radford, 
Monroe Construction, New River Nissan, PowerZone, Virginia Eagle Distributing, South Main Auto, Virginia Shoreline.

Claytor Lake to restore natural vegetation!!
This year The Friends of Claytor Lake in conjunction with the Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, American Electric Power, 
Pulaski County, and The National Committee for the New River are 
prepping to restore natural vegetation to the shorelines of Claytor Lake.!
Initially this project will begin with the added assistance of the Virginia 
Department of Conservation and Recreation’s Claytor Lake State Park 
with 2 of their coves being selected for the start of this restoration 
project.!
Water Willow and Water Celery, will be used to start the project as 
these plants provide the best options for growth and reproduction on 
the banks and shallower areas of Claytor Lake. The Friends of Claytor 
Lake will also be starting a comprehensive monitoring program of 
vegetation this year with the use of special Lowrance sonar equipment. 
This equipment will be able to determine the density of plant growth, 
locations, and type.  The bulk of the studies will be conducted 
throughout the lake beginning in August and into September as this has 
been determined through previous vegetation studies to be the height 
of vegetation growth period.
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events for the entire family.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend any and all events.!

April 27, 2014 - FOCL’s Spring Splash Kickoff Event!

May 10, 2014 - Kid’s Fishing Day at Camp Powhatan!

May 24, 2014 - Pancake Breakfast - 8am - 10am!

June 14,2014 - Claytor Lake Festival!

June 21, 2014 - FOCL Annual Meeting - 9am - 1pm!
June 28, 2014 - Clean Up Day!

July 12, 2014 - FOCL Day at MK’s - 4pm - 7pm!

August 9, 2014 - Pancake Breakfast - 8am - 10am!

Sept. 12, 2014 - Claytor Lake Triathlon - 8am - 12pm!

www.focl.org/calendar

Are you on our map?!!
The Friends of Claytor Lake are so proud of the 
stakeholders and recreational lake users that 
contribute to us each year that we do 
everything we can to acknowledge and 
celebrate their contributions to our organization.!!
Sadly only 7-10% of property owners donate to 
FOCL each year.  With the amount of work that 
FOCL puts into keeping Claytor Lake such a 
wonderful recreational destination, we would 
love to see property owners, boaters, anglers, 
and more start to help FOCL by making a tax 
deductible donation each year to keep our 
projects funded and Claytor Lake beautiful!!!

HELP OUT NOW! !
WWW.FOCL.ORG/DONATE

FOCL 2013 Volunteer of the Year!
This year The Friends of Claytor Lake awarded its first Volunteer 
of the year to Mr. Dave Dobyns for his in-kind contributions to the 
organization as well as his instrumental part in helping with our 
Clean Up Program for 2013. Last year The Friends of Claytor 
Lake, due largely to Mr. Dobyns efforts, received new barges and 
an excavator which helped FOCL bring in record amounts of 
debris from Claytor Lake. This operation cost over $94,000 to run  
and brought in over 4,500 tons of debris.!!
Events like the floods of January 2013 and July 2013 kept both the 
clean up crew and Dave working hard throughout the season.!!

Thank You Dave!

http://WWW.FOCL.ORG/DONATE
http://www.focl.org/calendar
http://WWW.FOCL.ORG/DONATE
http://www.focl.org/calendar
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 Admiral - $5000+ - Walters, Laura & Jeff Arnold!
 Captain - $1,000 - $4,999 - Cole, Bill & Brownie - Cole, Charlie & Terri - Gardner, Bill & Debbie - Harvey, Ralph & 

Martha - Meade, John & Chris - Stevenson, Dave & Joan - Surface, Bobby & Lois - Walter, Brenda Poole Estate!
 Commander - $500 - $999 - Bachmeyer, Rick & Robin - Becker, Bob & Gail - Cook, Jack W. II & Joanne - Doyle, Cecil & 

Patricia - Killough, Larry & Irene - Siler, George & Donna!
 Lieutenant - $275 - $499 - Brown, John L. - Caldwell, Bob & Polly - Callaway, Tom & Teresa - Cole, Tom - Dearing, Brian 

& Bridget Kelley-Dearing - Greever, Bill & Roxanne - Harvey, George Jr. & Lisa - Hunter, John & Allison - Kiser, Ralph & Shirley - 
Lineberry, Ben & Sarah - Noftsinger, Mark & Kay - Rakes, Ken & Kay - Reynolds, Bill & Linda - Roche, Patrick & Kathy - Shuler, 
Jim & Margaret - Walker, Allen & Leigh!

 Ensign - $125 - $274 - Agee, Everett & Becky - Anderton, Richard & Lennie - Baker, Mark & Sandra - Balconi, John & 
Mickey - Balzer, Amy & Pete - Bandolin, Larry & Patti - Beamer, Jackson & Valerie - Belk, Ralph & Mary - Birch, Jeff & Sandy - 
Bullard, Laura - Chrisman, Craig & Anne - Claytor, Preston & Nina - Cook, Chuck & Amy - Cook, Shirley - Crews, Edward - 
Cunningham, Clarke & Cindy - Dalton, Phil & Cathy - Danner, Janet - Dean, Richard & Mary - Dobyns, Dave & Susan Downard, 
Don & Lynda- Eifred, Gary & Sharon - Ellett, Guy & Juanita - Farmer, Michael & Dianne - Fife, Richard & Jenny Garrett-Fife - 
Franz, Jeanine - Gleaves, Lucian - Graham, Bob & Flo - Gray, Ken & Jan - Hall, Ron & Linda - Harrison, John S. - Harvey, Brad & 
Stephanie - Harvey, George & Lisa - Hayes, Charles & Phyllis - Hoffman, Mike & Carol - Jacobs, Steve - Hylton, Dr. James M. - 
Mayberry, Dr. Barry & Virginia - McGee, Dr. Henry Jr. - Miano, Marc & Sarah - Moore, Larry & Mary Ann - Moore, Patrick & Angela 
- Nash, Violet - Nix, Terry & Wanda - Oakes, Ed & Missy - Perdue, Mike & Lisa - Porter, Joe & Ava - Quillen, Sherwood - 
Ragsdale, Cliff & Kathy - Rapp, Steve & Cheryl Dowdy - Royal, Dr. Orren L. - Simmons, L.T. - Simpson, William & Betty - Scruggs, 
Dr. Jackie & Glenn Taylor - Skelton, John - Stosser, Jeanne - Stutzman, Dr. Warren & Claudia - Sutherland, Wayne & Faye - 
Sutphin, Kirk - Turk, James & Barbara - Turman, Dennis & Irene - Warlick, Conrad & Anne - Woodward, John & Jan!

 Crew - $50 - $124 - Ash, Virginia - Bar, Judith - Best, Richard - Carper, Ike & Better - Chase, Jeff & Anna - Clark, James & 
Elaine - Clemens, G.O. & Patricia - Coolidge, McCabe & Karen Day - Coulthard, Rosamond & Curtis - Crowgey, Steve & Jill - 
Brookman, Dan & Kathy - Bruns, Jon - Burke, Mike & Laura - Dancy, Belinda R. - Darden, Tony & Helen - DeVilbiss, Grady & Gail 
- Dobbins, Don & Margarette - Epperly, Ray - Freeman, Betty - Friend, Jim & Sandra - Garver, Steven & Sharon - Gibson, Jim & 
Merri Beth - Harman, Harvey & Melinda - Huff, Dr. Wallace - Kidd, John & Mary - Kriss, Jerry & Julia - Lemons, Bob & Linda - 
Lester, Melvin & Kathy - Lester, Steven & Lisa - Meador, Richard & Donna - Moore, David & Priscilla - Murphy, Verl Ann - Ondich, 
Wayne &  Nancy - Patel, Bharat & Bharti - Picsura, Bob & Debra - Prince, C.L. & Kathleen - Reasor, Bill & Roxanne - Rhodes, David 
& Tracey - Scheckler, Rebecca & Stephen - Schrader, John - Seimetz, Mike & Myra - Shaffer, Bob & Lynn - Shealor, Duane & 
Bonnie - Street, Elizabeth & Thomas Crigger - Strosnider, Steve & Robin - Swarthout, Brent & Teresa - Turley, Joseph & Gloria - 
Tysinger, Travis & Dorothy - Wallace, Jim - Warren, Charles & Nancy - White, Willis Jr. - Wierwille, Walter & Barbara

The Friends of  Claytor Lake greatly appreciate the support of  our community.  Without your support our 

yearly programs would be impossible.  Each of  you have helped Claytor Lake stay a great place to be! 

There is still much to be done and many of  you who belong on this list helping us keep Claytor Lake into 

one of  the greatest places to be! 

If  we have mistakenly left your name off  the list, we do sincerely apologize.  Please be sure to contact us immediately so that we 

may add it to the following newsletter.  Some donations will not be reflected that were received after our newsletter was published. 

All current donors can be found on our website.
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2013 November & December Donations:!
C.E. Richardson Foundation - The HP & Anne S Hunnicutt Foundation - Ryan, Bill - Rorrer Well Drilling - Duncan Gary - Kirk Julian - Cole 
Thomas - Smith William & Farron - Chervenie Bob - Patel Bharat R. -Moore Dave & Priscilla - Russell, George - Nelson Judy - Pepe 
Deborah - Berger Diane - Gwyn, C.B. & Brenda - Hall, Dale & Tamie - Tarpley Joyce & Sonny - Bunn, Gary & Joann - Pierce, Velma - Griffits 
Roy R. - Knox Don & Melba - Akers, Tony & Julie - Moore Patrick & Angela - Tysinger TJ & Dorothy - Shorter Charles - Carlson, Wayne & 
Debbie - Mah, Albert - Santucci, George - Jewett Lois - Hodsden Davis - Gearheart Gwenn & Frank - Clark James & Elaine - Hurley, Dave & 
Sheree - Baldwin, Frances - Bullard, Ann - Wright Lacy Jr. - Mansell Rick & Carol Pratt - Askew, Paul & Patti - Taylor, Barbara - Dancy 
Belinda R. - Perkins Robert & Shirley - Jonas Mike & Lisa - Izaak Walton League of America Inc - Nunnally W.B. Jr. - Reynolds Bill - Hayes 
Charles & Phyliss - Turman Dennis - Disalvo Richard & Susan - Miano, Marc & Sarah Tilson-Miano - Wirt Ralph & Martha - Landes Lynn & 
Anita - Balconi John S. - Wilkenson Thomas & Constance - Linden Ann - Kessler, David & Anita - Loux James R. - Bass Henry & Lisa - 
Turner, Sarah C - Fintel William & Connie - Huffard Living Trust - Yeatts Sharon C. - Wheeler, Ben & Erica - Thompson, Harry & Sandra - 
Smith Mildred - Shelburne Carolyn - Beamer Jackson & Valerie - Stevens, Frances & William - Miller Donald & Shirley

If we have mistakenly left your name off the list, we do sincerely apologize.  Please be sure to contact us immediately so that we may add it 
to the following newsletter.  Some donations will not be reflected that were received after our newsletter was published. All current donors 
can be found on our website.

2014 Business Donations: !
Bimmerworld - Kollmorgen - Lake Country General Store - Lakeview Rentals, LLC - Mallard Point Homeowners 
Association - Montgomery County Game & Fish Club - Biological Monitoring, Inc - 3GEN, LLC - CFH Properties 
- GJR Investments - Price Williams Realty, Inc.

2014 Individual Donations:


	FOCL Point Cover MASTER
	FOCL Point 14 - Drawdown Page 2
	FOCL Point 14 - Clean Up Page 3
	FOCL Point 14 - Business Ad #1 Page 4
	FOCL Point 14 - Siltation Page 5
	FOCL Point 14 - Festival Flyer Page 6
	FOCL Point 14 - Business Ad #2 Page 7
	FOCL Point 14 - Above the Bridge Page 8
	FOCL Point 14 - Spring Splash Page 9
	FOCL Point 14 - Calendar Page 10
	FOCL Point 14 - Supporters Page 11

